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Gratitude Abounds at FUMC’s Social Services
Social Services� Food Pantry cannot close 

out 2009 without offering heartfelt thanks 
to all those who have been so very generous in their 
support of this ministry. From the service our volun-
teers give so willingly to the 
generous donations from this 
congregation�s caring hearts 
� we are blessed, we know 
it, and we thank all of you!

A special thanks goes out 
to one of our angels who re-
cently dropped off a box over-
�owing with toothpaste, just 
when we needed it most! Another angel left us a huge 
box of toiletries � small, individual-sized containers 
of shampoo, conditioners and soaps � which were 
so needed, so welcome, and so appreciated! On any 
given Tuesday, our volunteers may come in to �nd 
a bag of assorted canned goods, new socks or even 

clothing. Whoever donated those practi-
cally new Nunn/Bush hiking boots might 

like to know that they have found a new home � or 
should I say, new feet � and they were received with 

real excitement and genuine 
appreciation!

And friends, if you should 
happen to see Barbara Percey, 
Sharon Mayo, Erich Frey, 
Melanie Summers, Rose-
marie Zaiser, Ed Sales, Beth 
Verniere, Ann Burke, Mari-
lyn Lemp or Evelyn McGee 

when you are out and about, you might want to take 
a moment and thank them for their gift of service 
to the Food Pantry in 2009. They are the ones every 
Tuesday who with grace and kindness distribute your 
gifts to those in need. They make us all proud. Here�s 
to a blessed 2010 for us all!

by Sharon Stacey
Social Services

Coordinator

United Methodist Women Give Clients a Sweet Christmas
Our Social Services clients received an unexpected blessing this Christmas � small candy canes with $5 

bills attached, courtesy of our own United Methodist Women. How wonderful it was to watch people�s eyes 
light up and some fill with tears as they received this lovely surprise. One fellow almost bounced out of his 
chair as he said, with a big smile, that he was going to go do his laundry straight away! Another said that 
he�d just hold on to the money for a while and enjoy the feeling of cash in his pocket. May you be blessed, 
ladies, as you have blessed others.
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As the last of their holiday 
visitors headed east on 
the 210, about 25 church 
members and friends 
turned out on January 
9 for the second Time 
and Talent Saturday. For 
breakfast, Karl Peron 
made us waf�es, Sallie 
Higginbotham fruit sal-
ad, Kendall In pancakes 
and Wesley In bacon. 
After a short meeting 
and introductions led by 
Stewardship Committee 
Co-Chair J.P. Harris, we split into teams to 
work on our beautiful church campus.

Under picture-perfect blue skies and 
surrounded by friends, we accomplished a 

great deal of work. Check out their 
gardening in the Clois-
ter and Front Courtyard 
and at the FUMC mar-
quee on Colorado Bou-
levard (thanks to Diane 
Harris for multiple trips 
to Home Depot). We 
trimmed trees here and 
there, pruned rose bushes 
on the Oakland side and 
planted a new tree in the 
Cloister. Karl Peron pa-
tiently steam cleaned the 
mess left on the sidewalk 

and Front Courtyard by parade-goers. Ruth 
MacPherson also led a team in sprucing up 
the Library. Thanks to everyone who came 
to beautify our church.

Cleaning Up with Time and Talent Saturday
by Kendall In

Taylor Altice
Kara Altice-Montes

Irene and Les 
Atkinson

Paul Audley 
Pam Burns 

Erich and Irmgard 
Frey

Diane and J.P. Harris
Sallie Higginbotham
Kendall and Wesley In
Mike and Lily Keesey 
Daniel Kosakowski

Shirley Lohr
Ruth MacPherson 

Pam Marx 
Barbara and Phil 

Mautino
Tricia McRae 

Karl Peron
Wendy Kendall

Gerry Poulin
Susan Rogers
Jean Stewart 

Tim Sun
Frank Trotter

Howard and Phyllis 
Underwood

Elizabeth Verniere
Pat Zeider

Time and Talent Participants

Big Red Barrel
For the month of February, the Sunday School Big Red Barrel project invites you to donate:

Fruit Cups and Manual Can Openers
Big Red Barrel donations support FUMC�s Social Services Ministry. Donations may be 

left in the red barrel by the Sunday School Of�ce or the red box outside Fellowship Hall.

Calling all youth 8th grade 
and up who are thinking about 
becoming a member of FUMC Pasadena: 
it�s not too late to join our Con�rmation 
2010 Class! We started last month, but you 
can still be a part of this awesome group. 

We meet the first and third Thurs-
day of each month from 5 PM - 6:15 
PM in the Youth Lounge. That�s Janu-
ary 21, February 4 and 18, March 4 and 
18, April 1 or 2 (confirmands can choose 
either Maundy Thursday or Good Friday 
services) and 15, and May 6 and 20, with 
our Confirmation Retreat on May 15-16  

at Camp Sky Meadows. We are 
also offering one alternative class 

per month for con�rmands unable to par-
ticipate in a Thursday program. These al-
ternative classes will be held every third 
Sunday of the month from 11:30 AM -  
2 PM (bring a lunch). That�s January 24 
(4th Sunday exception), February 21, 
March 21 and April 18. Con�rmands in 
this alternative class will need to attend the 
Con�rmation Retreat on May 15-16.  

For more information, please contact 
Rev. Allison Mark at (626) 796-0157 or via 
e-mail at amark@fumcpasadena.org.

Confirmation Preparation Information
by

Rev. Allison Mark
Associate Pastor
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Altar Flowers

Altar flower sign 
ups for 2010 are 
now available 
through the 
Church Office. The 
cost of providing 
flowers to adorn 
the Sanctuary for 
Sunday worship is 
$70. Flowers may 
be given in honor 
or memory of a 
person or persons, 
or for a special 
occasion.

As the FUMC Youth gear up to present this February�s Cabaret show, �Music 
Through the Ages,� they are soliciting donations for a silent auction and selling adver-
tising space in this year�s Cabaret program. The silent auction will feature items donated 
by local businesses, church members and friends. If you have anything, especially large 
items � time in a vacation home, airline tickets � that you would like to donate to this 
program, we warmly welcome your contribution! Donations are all tax deductible. You 
can also buy advertising in the Cabaret program at $25 for a business card, $50 for a 
1/4 page, $75 for a 1/2 page, and $100 for a full page. Drop off donations with Rev. 
Allison Mark in the Church Office or contact Suzee Moran at suzeelili@aol.com or  
(626) 797-6536 for more information. 

Cabaret Silent Auction

Pasadena First United Meth-
odist Church strives to be a faith-
ful witness of God�s love in this city and 
in our world. Members keep the spirit and 
tradition of Methodism alive as we worship, 
witness and serve in ways that are relevant 
to our time.

Our next New Member Orientation Ses-
sion will be held on Sunday, February 7, fol-
lowing worship. We will gather at designated 
tables for our class at the Friends and Family 
Lunch in Fellowship Hall and continue our 
class together in the Church Lounge until 
2 PM. This session is designed to acquaint 
you with the United Methodist Church and 

is not necessarily a commitment to 
join. You will have an opportunity 

to get to know the pastors and leaders in the 
church and discuss the meaning of mem-
bership, the history of our church, and the 
many opportunities that are offered to wor-
ship, connect and serve. Child care will be 
available � please let us know of your needs. 
New members will be received on Sunday, 
February 14, or on a date that is convenient 
for you. Sign up during Coffee Hour on 
Sunday morning or by calling the Church 
Of�ce. Contact Rev. Debbie Gara through 
the Church Of�ce or via e-mail at dgara@ 
fumcpasadena.org for more information.

New Member Inquirer’s Class
by

Rev. Debbie Gara
Associate Pastor

Children in grades 1-6 are invited to 
join us for our Children�s Winter Camp at 
Sky Meadows, an annual 
FUMC tradition. Children 
will celebrate the meaning 
of friendship as children of 
God through age-appropri-
ate sessions and some good old fun camp tra-
ditions, activities and camp�re songs. Let�s 
hope we don�t get snowed out again!

Leadership will be provided by Rev. Deb-
bie Gara and several Children�s Ministry coun-
selors, with a high ratio of adult supervision. 

The cost of the camp is $50 per child. The 
fee includes four meals, craft and material 

supplies, and camp fees. 
Children should report 
to the church by 8 AM 
on Saturday, January 23. 
We will plan to return in 

the afternoon on Sunday, January 24.
Late registrations may still be available 

during the week before camp � contact 
Rev. Gara through the Church Of�ce or via  
e-mail at dgara@fumcpasadena.org ASAP 
to inquire about availability.

Jesus and Friends 
in the Mountains

Children’s Winter Camp: January 23-24
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Charter Cable 
Has Moved 
to Channel 

31

Every Sunday, a 
30-minute version 

of our worship 
service can be 

seen on Pasadena 
Area Charter 

Cable at 6 PM. 
As of January 17, 

our Charter Cable 
program will air on 

Channel 31, not 
Channel 3.

United Methodist Men Seek Answers
A new year of programs for United 

Methodist Men kicks off at 6:30 PM on 
Tuesday, January 26, with the Great Team 
Quiz. Participants will divide into groups 
of four for a night of trivia, with question 
master Scott Carpenter presiding. Top-
ics will include general knowledge, Pasa-
dena and FUMC. Points will be awarded 
for correct answers � and what do points 
mean? Well, points mean prizes! And of 
course, we will have our usual gourmet 
feast and great fellowship, so we hope to 
see you there.

Other events in our calendar include 
the traditional Boy Scout evening, plus 
talks on subjects like Pasadena�s water sup-
ply and the mysteries of Technicolor.

UMW Hilltoppers
UMW Hilltoppers invites the women 

of FUMC to its February meeting on Mon-
day, February 8, at 1:30 PM in the Church 
Lounge. Pam Burns will speak to us about 

the Adopt a Child Abuse Caseworker 
(ACAC) program, which our church has 
been actively supporting for several years. 
Pam is the driving force behind our ACAC 
involvement, and she will bring us some 
personal insights and stories about this pro-
gram. Refreshments and fellowship will fol-
low Pam�s talk.

For additional information, please call 
Irmgard Frey at (626) 796-4757.

Theater Thursdays Return
This bimonthly movie night for young 

adults and college students will return from 
its brief holiday hiatus on January 21, with 
a screening of Joss Whedon�s Dr. Horrible’s 
Sing-Along Blog, starring Neil Patrick Har-
ris and Nathan Fillion. Theater Thursdays 
are the �rst and third Thursdays of each 
month, variously held at local theaters, here 
in the church or at members� houses. For 
more information, contact Allison Mark 
through the Church Of�ce or via e-mail at  
amark@fumcpasadena.org.

Fellowship Group Meetings

A huge thank you to everyone 
who participated in this year�s Christmas 
Market � both the share purchases and the 
jewelry and craft bazaars � and to all of you 
who assisted with set-up and sales.

The Christmas Market has two fundrais-
ing components: the cards and shares that 
you buy as gifts of support for Young and 
Healthy, Union Station, our Social Services 
Ministry and others, and the bazaars, where 
we sell jewelry and crafts made by artisans 
in third world countries. This year�s vendors 
were Third World Gifts and Handarts, and 
African Team Ministries which was spear-
headed by Irmgard and Erich Frey.

Altogether, we brought in approximately 
$5612, with $2791 going towards the hand 
arts and $2821 going towards shares purchas-

es. The breakdown, approximately, 
is:

-
ceived $1312.

Half of this money went to the artisans, 
and the other half we gave to Mutari, 
Zimbabwe, and the King David Meth-
odist Church, which runs a center for 
street children in Simukai, Zimbabwe.

Deed received $815.

-
ceived $467.

Thank you so much for giving so generously 
in these dif�cult times.

Giving and Receiving at the Christmas Market
by Ann Zeiss
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Youth and 
Young 
Adult Jam 
Sessions

Do you rock out 
on Guitar Hero? 
Do you get the 
best scores as 
drummer in Rock 
Band? Are you the 
microphone hog 
during Karaoke? 
Then bring your 
instrument or 
singing voice and 
join OUR rock 
band on Sunday, 
February 7, in the 
Choir Room for a 
jam session from 
11:30 AM - 12:30 
PM with Heather 
Petty. We�ll go out 
for lunch following 
the session!

Dear Friends,
Andy and I would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the members of FUMC 

Pasadena. This seems like some time ago now, but on November 29, I joyously an-
nounced during Sunday worship that Andy and I would be expecting a baby in 2010, 
only to be given the news a few days later that we would lose our pregnancy. Although 
December was a hard month for us, it was during this season of Advent and antici-
pation of Christmas that we were blessed with a sense of hope and peace, and over-
whelmed by the caring and support of this congregation. We would like to thank all of 
you for your kind words, �lling meals and many cards helping us through our loss. 

My family would also like to extend thanks to the church for your kind prayers 
and prayer quilt for my sister, Lauren Mark, who was diagnosed with thyroid cancer 
late last year. When we visited with Lauren this Christmas, she asked us to express her 
appreciation to all of you. Currently, she is preparing for radiation iodine treatments, 
and her beautiful quilt is spread over her bed.

Pasadena District How-To Workshop
Leaders Creating Leaders

Saturday, February 6 | 8:20 AM - 2:30 PM
Covina United Methodist Church

437 W San Bernardino Rd | Covina, CA 91505

The Pasadena District of the United Methodist Church invites you to a workshop in 
church leadership for Pasadena District clergy, lay church of�cers, committee members 
and anyone who is interested in the work of our local churches and their leadership. Work-
shops will include �Worship that Works,� �Stewardship of Our Globe,� �Young People�s 
Ministry in the Local Church,� and many more, with a keynote address at the end of the 
day by Rev. Sue D�Alessio, Executive Director of Leadership Development for the Cal-Pac 
Conference. Contact the Church Of�ce for a full schedule and registration information.

Methodist Hospital Free Diabetes Workshops
A Free Lecture on Diabetes

Nirmal Banskota, MD, Endocrinologist
Tuesday, January 26 | 1:30 - 2:30 PM

Arcadia Community Center
365 Campus Drive | Arcadia, CA

Dr. Banskota will speak on the symp-
toms, diagnosis and latest treatment options 
to help you avoid the heart, vision, circula-
tion, nervous system and kidney problems 
that may occur with untreated diabetes.

For reservations, call (626) 574-5130.

Diabetes Classes and Support Group
led by experienced health professionals

Tuesdays, February 2-23 | 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Methodist Hospital

300 West Huntington Drive | Arcadia, CA

These free classes are great for newly di-
agnosed patients or for those who�ve never 
quite gotten the hang of managing diabetes! 
We�ll discuss nutrition and meal planning, 
carb counting, food label reading and more.

To register, call (626) 821-2344.




